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Re: l,teadowville Irrigation Rights

Dear Deyront

I have net with officials from the State Engineer's Office
and may now respond to your retter of May 17, l9gg. The general
consensus is that because water distribulion in lteadowvilie is acontinual probJ-em, the office will issue an Order of Distributionto clarify the more unresolved and troublesome i_ssues-

with regards to the "irlegal" reservoir of J.N. cook, thereservoir lrtas most like1y characterized by Judge Jones in 1956 as"il1egal" because there was no approved applicition for the waterright and storage. rn 1958, J.N. cook arnenoed nis 1956 applica-tion (No. 28020) to specifically include the 15 acre-foot-ieser-
yoir already constructed. The application was approved March 7 |1960 and a certificate issued April 23, L964. Th; illegality wascorrected. rt should also be noted that the date of priorit! is1958 and is, of course, subject to the prior rights oi arl olherusers on the systern.

Many of lhe-leuraining questions deal with procedural aspectsof the general adjudication proceeding in Rich county. Mr.weston or his predecessor in j-nterest had ampre oppoitunity toprotest the "Red Book" which incorporated all the-water cllinsand earlj.er interlocutory orders. No protest was received within
lhg 9Q-day protest period. trty suspici-on is that no protest waslodged because the results of the earlier litigation r{ere j-ncor-
porated in the "Red Book. n

?he November L9G9 Decree confirmed all rights which rderenot protested' including the westons and Cooks, The Westons werenot given notice of the 1969 hearing which resulted in the Decreebecause they were not protestants. The "Red Book" is now thecontrolling document. The State Engineer's Office wil-I use thebook as the basis for its Order of Oistribution.
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The State Engineerrs Office is sincere in its attempts
resolve this distribution problem as objectivel-y and fairly
possibJ-e. Thank you for your efforts in this regard.

to
as

JHVu/ac

cc: Lee Sim,
Robert !1.

Directing Ad judicationslDistribution Engineer
Fotheringham, Area Engineer

Sincerely,

JOHN H. MABEY,
Assistant Attorn General


